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and the schools, parishes and com­
munities they represent. Emphasiz­
ing the extensive professional p repa­
ration required of all well-trained 
ch u rch musicians, and encouraging 
the hiring of such professionals from 
college and university conducting 
and church music programs, Pueri 
Cantorcs invites nationally recog­
n ized a u tho rities on litu rgical music, 
res pe cted for their work with young 
vo ices , to lead its singers. 

The stated mission of A FPC is 
to: enhance the spiritual 'Nell being 
of you ng sin gers th ro ugh the per­
formance o f sa cred, spiritual and 
patriotic music; elevate education 
in the a rts result ing in choral ex cel­
lence, sp ir itu al growth and academic 
e nrich m ent; become a community 
resou rce through performances in 
rel ig ious, cultural and community 

se tt ings; develop cultural compas­
sion through travel; and attract and 
provide resources to better equip 
directors of youth choirs. 

To support the final point, cond uc­
tor seminars for directors of sch ool 
and parish you th choirs are offered 
each summer. WL'II-written reper­
toire with high appeal to singers and 
listeners is introduced . Rehearsal 
organization, choir recruitment, voice 
building and conducting skills need­
ed for G regoria n chant and other mu­
sical s ty les are presented to enhance 
cho ra l leadership and administration. 
Ne tw orking between youth choir 
conductors is established. 

In a recent speech, Pope Benedict 
XVI said, 

Sacred palyphol1y, particularly thai 
of the so-called "Roman School," is 
a legacy to be preserved unth carl', 

to keepalire and to II/nk1' knouni, 
110t ollltrfiJr the bene]:t of experts 
and loners (~f it, but alsufi))' the ell­
tire ccclcsiat connnunib],.fell' tohich 
it constiiuic« (( priceless spiritual, 
tnusica!and cultural lieritage. 

Training in singing, in singing in 
choir, not only is an exercise of the 
external hea ring and voice; it also is 
an education of interior hearing, the 
hearing of the heart, an exercise and 
an ed uca tion in life and peace. 

Singing together in choir, and 
with other cho irs together, d emands 
a tten tio n to the other, attention to 
the compose l~ attention to the con­
ductor, attention to the totality that 
we call music and culture. In this 
way, s ing ing in choir is a training in 
life, a training in peacE', a walking 
together. • 
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